
I n  M ay  1978,  a ccom p a n i ed b y
L i n da  a n d th e p h otogr a p h er
M i ch a el  M on tfor t,  H a n k  r etu r n ed
to Ger m a n y,  53 y ea r s a fter  b e i n g
ta k en  to A m er i ca  b y  h i s p a r en ts.  
I n  M a n n h ei m ,  H a n k  g av e h i s
on l y  p oetr y  r ea di n g ou tsi de th e
U S.  H e w a s u r ged to do so b y  h i s

fr i en d, th e edi tor  C a r l  W ei ssn er,
w h o h a d p u b l i sh ed h i s b ook s i n
Ger m a n y.  B u t th e m ost
m em or a b l e  ex p er i en ce ca m e i n
A n der n a ch ,  w h er e h e  m et h i s
m oth er ’ s b r oth er,  H ei n r i ch  F ett,
w h o w a s 90 y ea r s ol d .

8E u r o p e
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A l th ou gh  th e jou r n ey  w a s str essfu l ,  H a n k  fl ew  to E u r op e a g a i n  i n
Octob er  1978.  H e h a d b een  i n v i ted to a p p ea r  on  th e T V  sh ow
‘ A p ostr op h es’ ,  or g a n i sed b y  B er n a r d P i v ot,  w h o h a d a  m a jor  i n fl u en ce
on  th e E u r op ea n  cu l tu r a l  scen e,  p r om oti n g th e ca r eer s of  n ew
w r i ter s.  A l so,  of  cou r se,  B u k ow sk i  w a n ted to get to k n ow  Pa r i s.

E v er y th i n g seem ed to go w r on g.  H e tu r n ed u p  dr u n k  a t th e stu di o
a n d p r ov ok ed th e p r esen ter  b y  offer i n g h i m  a  dr i n k  i n  fr on t of  th e
ca m er a s.  H e b eh av ed i n  th e ol d ,  i l l -m a n n er ed,  i con ocl a sti c w ay :  h e
n oti cea b l y  str ok ed th e l eg of  a  fem a l e  w r i ter  si tti n g n ex t to h i m ;  h e
got b or ed w i th  l i sten i n g to th e oth er  gu ests,  w h o w ou l d n ot l et h i m
sp ea k ,  a n d,  i n  on e of  th e m ost m em or a b l e  m om en ts i n  F r en ch  T V
h i stor y,  h e  su dden l y  got u p ,  tor e  ou t h i s ea r p i ece a n d w a l k ed off  th e
set m u m b l i n g to h i m sel f.  T h e n ex t day,  h e  sa i d  h e  cou l d  r em em b er
n oth i n g a b ou t w h a t h a d h a p p en ed,  b u t h e  l a ter  w r ote th a t h e  w a s
i r r i ta ted b y  th e p r esen ce i n  th e stu di o of  a  ‘ sh r i n k  w h o h a d gi v en  th e
sh ock  tr ea tm en ts’  to th e F r en ch  w r i ter  A n ton i n  A r ta u d.
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W h en  a  secu r i ty  gu a r d tr i ed to ca l m  h i m  dow n  on  h i s w ay  ou t,
H a n k  p u l l ed ou t a  k n i fe,  b u t h e  w a s q u i ck l y  su b du ed.  M ea n w h i l e,
P i v ot w en t on  a i r  to te l l  v i ew er s th a t B u k ow sk i ’ s b eh av i ou r  sh ow ed
th e deca den ce of  A m er i ca n  l i ter a tu r e.

H a n k ’ s b eh av i ou r  tu r n ed ou t to b e  a  m a ster  str ok e.  I n  F r a n ce,
P i v ot w a s seen  a s a  sta r.  B u t th e m edi a  a l so w r ote u p  B u k ow sk i ’ s
p er for m a n ce a s th e m ost fi tti n g a tti tu de th a t a  cu l tu r a l  a gi ta tor  cou l d
a dop t.  Sa l es of  h i s b ook s r ock eted i n  F r a n ce.  C r i ti cs du b b ed h i m  th e
l a st of  th e B ea tn i k s,  a n d th i s,  n a tu r a l l y,  i n fu r i a ted B u k ow sk i .

I’m supposed 

to be the last

specimen of 

an extinct 
species.



Throughout the fifties I was drunk,
and I detest all that bohemian 
Greenwich Village, 
Parisian bullshit. 
Algiers, Tangiers... 
that’s all romantic 
claptrap. I feel 
more like a punk 
than a Beatnik.

In his usual way, Bukowski recounted that episode in
Shakespeare Never Did This, which he wrote immediately after those
two trips to Europe. Alternating prose with verse, he illustrated it
with a series of beautiful photographs, all taken in Germany, His
comment on the French episode was simple:

I get like
that when

I’m drinking...

112


